Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2008
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Robin Buxton
	Mr George Saunders

	Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Ms Cynthia Wake

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Chris Yardley


In Attendance

Andrea Kelly – Head of Conservation
Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger

Russell Wilson – Whitlingham Country Park Manager

Lucy Harris – Head of Valley Management

Also in Attendance

Ms Sarah Jenkinson – Solicitor
Ms Katherine Trehane – Natural England

31
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Peter Medhurst and Charles Swan.
32
Minutes

Subject to a minor amendment with respect to attendance the minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

33
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes
(1) Minute 21 (2): Memorial Seat for Laurie Ritchie
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that the memorial seat will be installed during the landscape works due to commence in October.  It was suggested that a dedication take place at next year’s St Benet’s Abbey service in August.  
(2) Minute 22:  Cycling in the Broads
There was discussion regarding the role of the Forum in the Three Rivers Way project.  It was suggested that opportunities could be sought for the involvement of the Forum in an advisory role.
Liz Brooks raised concerns regarding the apparent exclusion of horses from the multi-purpose route proposed by the Active Travel project.  She requested that the Forum write to the relevant body to find out why horses were excluded and to see if they could be included.
(3) Minute 26:  Broadland Flood Alleviation Project
Gary Simons raised concerns regarding the fact that the footpath at Cantley that had been closed as a result of work undertaken by BESL had still not been re-opened.  The Forum agreed to write to BESL regarding the delay in re-opening this path.  The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to forward the Forum’s concerns regarding this issue to the Broads Project Co-ordinator.

Keith Bacon introduced the Forum’s new secretary.  Ray Walpole requested that a vote of thanks be forwarded to the Head of Administration and Committee Services, the previous secretary, on behalf of the Forum.
34
Fen Creation Project at South Fen and Mown Fen: Considerations for Access

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Conservation (Broads Authority) and the Conservation Adviser (Natural England) in respect of access considerations for a fen creation project on the South Fen and Tonnage Bridge marshes. 

The proximity of the Weavers Way long distance footpath to the project and the possibility of the provision of a circular route were both discussed, as was the presence of a number of lost ways on the site.  However, Katherine Trehane confirmed that Natural England’s main aim for this project was to retain and enhance the sites’ existing footpaths rather than to dedicate or make claims to open new ones.  It was therefore suggested that any consideration of a circular route on the site be regarded as a lost ways project.

Graham Downing raised concerns regarding the quality of the spoil material to construct bunds.  Katherine Trehane confirmed that she would raise these concerns with Norfolk County Council’s access department.

The Head of Conservation reported that funding for the project is limited so if member of the Forum knew of any opportunities for further access project funding they should contact either Katherine Trehane or herself.

The Forum requested that the provision of seating, at an appropriate height, in the centre of the site be considered.  Katherine Trehane suggested that natural materials could be used to create seats, subject to funding and landowner consent.

The Forum requested that this project be included in a future site visit.

RESOLVED

to note the report and for the Forum to be updated on progress when necessary. 

35
Greater Norwich Green Infrastructure Plan


The Forum considered the Executive Summary issued by the partnership earlier in the year.


The Head Countryside Ranger reported that the Director of Conservation and Countryside Management is now a member of the Masterplanning and Environmental Delivery Group (MPEDG) for the Greater Norwich Development Partnership, one of four sister groups that report to the Directors Group.  This Group will probably meet every four to six weeks and will take an over-view of the planning for the development area to ensure that the green infrastructure and environmental needs are included at conception. 

Progress has been slow following the initial bid for £88 million, as only £11 million was awarded meaning little was available for green infrastructure work.
36
Greater Norwich Development Partnership: Sustrans and Connect 2 
Cycle Route

The Whitlingham Country Park Manager reported on the development of the Sustrans and Connect 2 cycle route.

The Whitlingham Country Park Manager reported on the original project to build a pedestrian bridge from the north bank of the River Yare to Whitlingham Country Park, which was put forward by Norfolk County Council in 2002.  Following the completion of the development work at the Park, Sustrans and Connect 2 put forward the project as part of a bid to the National Lottery.  The bid was successful and was awarded £50 million for a package of similar schemes around the country.  The Norwich scheme was allocated £900,000 although the cost of the project was estimated to be in the region of £5 million.
A steering group for the project is to be established reporting to the Greater Norwich Partnership.  (The Head of Valley Management sits on the steering group and the Whitlingham Country Park Manager has an observer’s role).  The Project is considering a cycle route project just along the rivers, as opposed to the bridge project originally put forward, as funding is limited and alternative proposals to link the Park to the north bank of the River Yare had not been considered viable.

The Whitlingham Country Park Manager pointed out the fact that the management of the Park is funded by the Whitligham Charitable Trust.  Therefore, a contribution would be required to manage the increased number of visitors the Connect 2 project would attract to the Park, which it is estimated would be in the region of 25% once the project has been completed.
The project has been linked to the Deal Ground development proposal because it is perceived that the Park can provide its green space allocation.  One of the reasons this development has currently stalled is that it would be built on a flood plain.

The Forum thanked the Whitlingham Country Park Manager for clarifying the Park’s position regarding this project.

37
Lost Ways

The Head Countryside Ranger updated the Forum on the latest situation with 
regard to the Lost Ways initiative.

As a result of a fundamental review of the Discovering Lost Ways project (DLW), initiated by Natural England in February 2007, a better understanding of the scale of the task was gained and the recommendation to Defra was that it withdraws from archive research and refocuses efforts towards a re-evaluation of the relevant law and procedures by establishing an Advisory Group to explore possible ways in which completion of the Definitive Map could be made more feasible.  This approach has received Government approval.
The Ramblers’ Association (RA) stated in a recent newsletter that Natural England would aim to provide advice and guidance to those who wished to claim paths at their own initiative.  One such co-operative project in Hampshire involving local user groups and the County Council's rights of way department is being sponsored and managed by the Local Access Forum.  However, RA remains firmly of the view that even with such new local schemes in place, ways will still be lost forever in 2026 if the cut-off date is not repealed and will therefore be lobbying hard for that to happen.

The Forum requested that the Broads Authority write an appropriate response to the relevant body and investigates how Hampshire’s co-operative project was funded.  It also requested that the Authority contacts the body responsible for the Lost Ways Initiative to request the removal of the cut-off date.  It was noted that legislation would be required to achieve this.

The Forum suggested that it work jointly with the Norfolk Local Access Forum to pool resources for claims.  It was noted that this would need to be endorsed by Norfolk County Council.
The possibility of encouraging school children to participate in lost ways projects was discussed, as was the idea of the Forum taking lost ways forward as a project and contacting parish councils via the County Association of Parish and Town Councils.
It was requested that RA Newsletter and the E-bulletin be circulated to member of the Forum.
38
Coastal Access – Natural England’s Outline Scheme


The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee 
Services which included as an appendix Natural England’s outline scheme 
for improving access to the coast. 
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that many of the Broads Authority’s views are reflected in the Norfolk County Council’s submission, which states that it is concerned that a focus on linear access is unlikely to meet the needs of the majority of users and that it does not consider £50 million sufficient to achieve the stated objectives of the Bill.  It believes that the starting point of no compensation for landowners means that a positive ‘partnership’ approach may prove difficult to achieve. 

It was noted that Norfolk County Council’s submission also raises the issue of continued exclusion of the public from the Private Estates of her Majesty believing that an amendment is needed to remedy this anomaly.
The Broads Authority’s views are also reflected in ENPAA’s response, which includes the following points:

· That funding must be made available in perpetuity for the maintenance of the route, and of the coastal margin.

· That within national parks, the Relevant Authority for giving directions relating to exclusions and restrictions of access on the coastal margin should be the National Park Authority, as under CRoW.

· That the proposed changes to the CRoW legislation relating to restrictions, and in particular to restrictions requiring dogs to be under close control as opposed to on a lead, should be reconsidered.

It was noted that the only area of concern for the Forum was a stretch of beach at Horsey where a colony of seals has become, in recent years, a tourist attraction.  
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
39
Broads Local Access Forum:  Forward Work Programme

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger which updated members on the progress of the projects listed in the Forward Work Programme, and welcomed the Forum’s involvement in the development of the website and forward planning.  

It was noted that the website, sub groups, and publicity would be discussed at the joint meeting.
George Sanders requested that the issue of accessing the walks illustrated in the Norfolk County Council’s Health Walks leaflet by vehicle be taken forward with the project officers at Norfolk County Council. 
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
40
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project:  Update on Enhancements

On behalf of the Broads Project Co-ordinator the Head Countryside Ranger provided the Forum with an update on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project (BFAP) that were being worked on by the Broads Authority and BESL officers.  
The planning application has been submitted for the Carlton Colville easy access path linking Oulton Broad to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust Education Centre at Carlton Marshes.  Construction is estimated to commence in September/October 2008. 

The planning application has been submitted for the Shipmeadow easy access mooring, canoe launch/portage point and angling platforms.  Construction is estimated to commence in autumn 2008.

A site meeting between the Environment Agency, the Broads Authority, the Forum’s Chairman and BESL regarding Clayrack Marshes easy access path and potential link to Crowes Staithe has taken place.  This partnership project is being progressed with BESL to provide access improvement works in conjunction with BESL’s Compartment 4 works.  The pre-consultation for the project closes on Thursday 19 June.  The Forum requested that prompt registration of this path be undertaken by the Broads Authority.

The project regarding angling access improvements at Coldharbour Farm is progressing under the Environment Agency’s permitted development rights, as it is not linked to the BFAP.  There is potential for a partnership project with Waveney District Council, which could provide access to a wetland site at Beccles, to aid the development of a formal footpath link to the river wall on the south bank of the River Waveney at Barsham and thence to Shipmeadow. 
The Forum requested that the Broads Project Co-ordinator provide them with updates on the staging of works, the completion of projects and of any delays that arise.

The Forum requested that the Head Countryside Ranger forward their comments to the BFAP Officers Group.
The Forum requested that BESL be contacted to suggest that additional funds for projects would only be paid over once the work has been completed to encourage prompt conclusion of all aspects of a project.
The Forum requested a progress report at a future meeting.
41
Most Improved Path Award

The Head Countryside Ranger updated the Forum on progress following the last meeting in March, stating that footpath publicity is to be included on the agenda for the joint meeting and that the idea of a Most Improved Path Award would be considered with members of other Local Access Forums attending the meeting. 

42
Joint Meeting with Norfolk and Suffolk LAFs

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he was in the process of finalising the programme for the joint meeting with Norfolk and Suffolk Local Access Forum representatives.  The Access Company will be involved in the day.  Possible topics of discussion will include health walks, publicity and profile, forward planning and coastal access.

The Forum suggested Thursday 6 November 2008 as an appropriate date for the meeting and requested that lost ways be included on the agenda.

43
Any Other Business

The Anglian River Basin Management Plan was discussed and the Forum requested that David Wyles of the Environment Agency be contacted for more information.

Keith Bacon reported that as part of the Local Development Framework process the Broads Authority’s Planning Policy Officer is using the staithes register produced by Roy Kemp to map all the staithes in the Broads Authority’s executive area, and requested that the Forum contact either the Planning Policy Officer or himself with any staithes not included on the register.
The Forum agreed to nominate Keith Bacon as a representative for the land-based recreation groups at Broads Forum.
The Head Countryside Ranger reported on a proposal to erect sails, identical to those at Whitlingham Country Park, on a small triangle of land opposite the entrance to Great Yarmouth Railway Station to provide a start/end focus for the Wherryman's Way, together with the Angles Way and the Weavers Way.  The area is to be levelled and landscaped and a map-board and oak fingerposts showing the three long-distance paths are to be erected.  The project has been funded by contributions from local authorities and other organisations.  
The Forum requested that the installation resemble a wherry and that Great Yarmouth College be contact to find out if they would like to be involved in the project.
44
Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday 3 September 2008.
The meeting concluded at 4.45 p.m.
Chairman
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